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S T E P SS T E P S
i s  a  s m a l l  y e t  p o w e r f u l  M I D I  
s e q u e n c e r  t h a t  a l l o w s  y o u  t o  c re a t e  
c o m p l e x  r h y t h m i c  p a t t e r n s  i n  a  
s u r p r i s i n g  n e w  w a y .  F o r g e t  p i a n o  
ro l l s  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  S t e p s ’  
i n s p i r i n g  d i a l s .  W i t h  S t e p s  y o u  c a n  
c o n t ro l  a n y  M I D I  c o m p a t i b l e  a p p ,  
s e n d  M I D I  o v e r  t h e  n e t w o r k  t o  y o u r  
l a p t o p  o r  a n y  o t h e r  c o m p a t i b l e  
d e v i c e ,  a n d  e v e n  s y n c h ro n i z e  
e x t e r n a l  h a r d w a re  a n a l o g  s y n t h s  
s u c h  a s  K o r g  Vo l c a s  o r  P o c k e t  
O p e ra t o r s  v i a  a n  a u d i o  c a b l e .

-  P l u g  a n d  p l a y  M I D I - o u t  s y s t e m  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s e n d s  t o
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  M I D I  i n p u t  p o r t s  a n d  o u r  o w n  v i r t u a l  
s o u r c e .

-  C o n n e c t  y o u r  i D e v i c e  t o  a n  e x t e r n a l  M I D I  i n t e r f a c e  
a n d  c o n t r o l  M I D I  h a r d w a r e .

-  S y n c h r o n i z e  e x t e r n a l  h a r d w a r e  s y n t h s  s u c h  a s  K o r g  
V o l c a  o r  P o c k e t  o p e r a t o r s  v i a  t h e  a u d i o  o u t p u t .

-  A  c a r e f u l l y  d e s i g n e d  u s e r  i n t e r f a c e  a l l o w s  y o u  t o
q u i c k l y  s w i t c h  b e t w e e n  p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  e d i t i n g  m o d e .

-  P l a y  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  A b l e t o n  L i n k  a n d  s y n c  m u l t i p l e  
a p p s  a n d  d e v i c e s  o v e r  W i F i .

-  G l o b a l  S w i n g  f u n c t i o n  ( 5 0 %  -  7 5 % )  -  a p p l i e d  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t o  e i g h t  a n d  s i x t e e n t h  n o t e s .  

-  S a v e  a n d  r e c a l l  s e q u e n c e s ,  s e a m l e s s l y  d u r i n g  
p l a y b a c k .

-  G l o b a l  b p m  c o n t r o l  r a n g i n g  f r o m  2 0  t o  9 9 9  B P M .

-  G l o b a l  G a t e  l e v e l  a l l o w s  g l o b a l  c o n t r o l  o f  n o t e  
d u r a t i o n .

-  G l o b a l  M I D I  v e l o c i t y  c o n t r o l .

-  G l o b a l  G l i d e  f u n c t i o n  a p p l i e s  p i t c h  b e n d  t o  s m a l l  
d i s t a n c e s  b e t w e e n  a d j a c e n t  s t e p s  ( i f  t h e  s y n t h  b e i n g  
c o n t r o l l e d  s u p p o r t s  p i t c h  b e n d ) .

-  G l o b a l  t r a n s p o s e  r i b b o n  a l l o w s  f o r  e a s y  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  
o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p a t t e r n .

-  S t e p  p i t c h  p r e v i e w  f u n c t i o n  ( a v a i l a b l e  w h i l e  t r a n s p o r t  
i s  s t o p p e d ) .

FEATURESFEATURES FEATURESFEATURES



Play / Stop ButtonPlay / Stop Button

U s e  i t  t o  s t a r t  o r  s t o p  y o u r  p a t t e r n .

7

Tempo ButtonTempo Button

T a p  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  t e m p o  m o d e .
M o d i f y  y o u r  t e m p o  o r  s e n d  e x t e r n a l  

h a r d w a re  c o n t ro l .

8

Gate Modes PanelGate Modes Panel

C h a n g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  
m o d e s  a n d  s e e  t h e  a m o u n t  

o f  p u l s e s  i n  t h e  s t e p .

6

Preset Title ButtonPreset Title Button

A c c e s s  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  p re s e t s  
s c re e n  a n d  c h o o s e  f ro m  a  

s e r i e s  o f  p re s e t s  t h a t  w i l l  g e t  
y o u  s t a r t e d ,  o r  s a v e  y o u r  o w n .

1

Settings ButtonSettings Button

T w e a k  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s e t t i n g s ,  
a c t i v a t e  M I D I  b a c k g ro u n d  m o d e ,  
e n a b l e  A b l e t o n  L i n k  a n d  s e e  t h e  
a v a i l a b l e  M I D I  d e s t i n a t i o n s .

2

Target Mode ButtonTarget Mode Button

T a p  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  T a r g e t  M o d e .  
M o d i f y  y o u r  m e l o d y  a n d  g l o b a l  
c o n t ro l s  l i k e  v e l o c i t y ,  g a t e  
l e v e l ,  s w i n g  a n d  g l i d e .

3

Transpose ControlTranspose Control

G l o b a l l y  a p p l y  - 1 2  t o  + 1 2
s e m i t o n e  o f f s e t  t o  y o u r  m e l o d y .  

5

Step PanelStep Panel

T a k e  c o n t ro l  o v e r  y o u r  s t e p  a n d  
m o d i f y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p u l s e s  a n d  
t h e  n o t e  i t  w i l l  t r i g g e r .

4

STEPS OVERVIEWSTEPS OVERVIEW STEPS OVERVIEWSTEPS OVERVIEW



Gate Modes ButtonGate Modes Button

P re s s  i t  t o  re v e a l  t h e  G a t e  
M o d e s  p a n e l ,  t h e  i c o n  
re p re s e n t  t h e  c u r re n t l y  
s e l e c t e d  g a t e  m o d e .

2

Step Panel ButtonStep Panel Button

T a p  i t  a n d  g o  b a c k  t o  
m o d i f y  y o u r  S T E P  a g a i n ,  
t h e  i c o n  re p re s e n t s  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e  p u l s e s .

3

Current PULSECurrent PULSE

T h e  S T E P  i n  W H I T E  t e l l s  
y o u  t h e  c u r re n t  P U L S E .

1

STEPS MODESTEPS MODE STEPS MODESTEPS MODE

Quarter Note

Eight Note

Sixteenth Note

Quarter Rest

Eight Rest

Sixteenth Rest 

Active PulsesActive Pulses1Inactive PulsesInactive Pulses 3

GATE MODESGATE MODES

Step ButtonStep Button

P re s s  a n d  d ra g  u p  o r  d o w n  t o  
a p p l y  a  - 1 2  t o  + 1 2  s e m i t o n e  o f f s e t  

t o  t h e  S T E P  n o t e .  

2



Pulse CountPulse Count

Vi s u a l i z e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e  
p u l s e s  f o r  e a c h  s t e p .

5

Global Control DialGlobal Control Dial

T w e a k  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  
p a ra m e t e r  u s i n g  a  c i r c u l a r  

m o t i o n .

4

Global Control ButtonGlobal Control Button
T w e a k  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  

p a ra m e t e r  b y   t o u c h i n g  a n d  
t h e n  d ra g g i n g  u p  o r  d o w n .

3

Melody ContourMelody Contour

D ra w  y o u r  m e l o d y  b y  d ra g g i n g  
y o u r  f i n g e r  a c ro s s  t h e  L E D  
s c re e n .

1

Global ControlsGlobal Controls

C o n t ro l  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  f o u r  
d e d i c a t e d  p a ra m e t e r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  
h o w  y o u r  p u l s e s  s o u n d .

2

TARGET MODETARGET MODE TARGET MODETARGET MODE

GLOBAL CONTROLSGLOBAL CONTROLS

-  g a t e         s h o r t  o r  l o n g  n o t e s .

-  s w i n g       ( M P C  5 0 %  t o  7 5 % )

-  v e l o c i t y    Q u i e t  o r  l o u d .

-  g l i d e        ( P i t c h b e n d  b e t w e e n  2  n o t e s )

0

+ 1 2

- 1 2

*  W i l l  b e  a p l i e d  t o  e v e r y
s e c o n d  n o t e .  

*  W i l l  b e  a p l i e d  t o
i n t e r v a l s  + -  2  s e m i t o n e s .



BPM ButtonBPM Button

M o d i f y  t h e  b p m  b y  d ra g g i n g  
u p  o r  d o w n

4

BPM Selector  BPM Selector  

I n c re a s e  o r  d e c re a s e  e a c h  B P M  
d i g i t  i n d i v i d u a l l y .

3

BPM DialBPM Dial

I n c re a s e  o r  d e c re a s e  t h e  b p m  
u s i n g  a  c i r c u l a r  m o t i o n .

1

Hardware Sync ButtonHardware Sync Button

W h e n  e n a b l e d  y o u ’ l l  h e a r  a  
c l i c k ,  u s e  t h i s  t o  s y n c h ro n i z e  
y o u r  h a r d w a re .

2

TEMPO MODETEMPO MODE TEMPO MODETEMPO MODE

HOW TO USE THE SYNC FUNCTIONALITYHOW TO USE THE SYNC FUNCTIONALITY HOW TO USE THE SYNC FUNCTIONALITYHOW TO USE THE SYNC FUNCTIONALITY

T o  u s e  t h i s ,  you  w i l l  need  ha rdw are  tha t  c an  b e  s ynced  us ing  a u d i o  pu l s e s  (2  PPQ)  l i ke  Teena ge  
En g in ee r i n g ’ s  Po cke t  Opera to r s  o r  KORG ’ s  ha rd w are .
J us t  c onnec t  t hem ,  ad ju s t  t h e  vo lume  o f  yo u r  pho ne ,  p res s  p l ay  o n  STEPS  a nd  i n  your  ha rdw are  
an d  you ’ re  goo d  to  go !    

SYNC IN


